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Be an Underwater Superhero with Diver Ed

By Meliuda Rice

bey call him Diver
Ed, and “fun’ is the
marme of his gumni

Long a hAxture arund
Mount Desert |slund for the
“dive-in thealer™ he oper-
aies in the summer with his
parner, Edna Martin, BEddie
Monat is a commerncial and
recreational diver. and a
diving instructor. He's re-
cently stared a scuba div-
ing club in the area that he
calls The League of Under-
waler Superhernes.

FIND IT_/I’(S-

See Coury \
Map on Page 24

“I's just an excuse Lo
pull people together who
want o dive,” I sy,

For those who would
radher waich than actaally
do the diving themselves,
Dive-In  Theater cruises
start May 25 amd run every
day throwgh Ot 100 Times
vary, 50 check the Web site
{www.divered.com) or call
{28E-DIVE) for specifics.

Therz are a kot of ways
o so¢ Freachman Bay from
the waterline up, bt Diver
Ed is the only one who of-
fers landlubbers a peek be-
IEH'I:I |III.' walers, As i hurms
i, (here's & lot of ool
sl o thise

s surprisng.”  says
Bar Harbor resident Jefl
Miller, a bocal diver and

sbudent of Daver Ed
“There s lobsiers, crabs
scalbops ., lons of different
starfish. I's neat to see spufi
n‘:llkulg :|]|1n1-_| Ihe boliom,”
T L5 “Thas 15 thear world

and they re gomg abowt
1hiEr |.I:||1:|.' liwes™
& lypical tour lasts

abowt two hours. Keserva-
tions are reguired, so
phone shead. After climb-
g aboard the Dive-In
Theater boat, The Seal —
a slable, 51-foot,
49-passenger
miotor vessel buili
ol double-plank

mahogany then
fiberglassed
— af the

College

»

of the Atlamtic docks,
guests sellle m for a irp ol
b that day’s dive zige. Cap
tin Edna likes o fnd
sumeplace calm.

Diver Ed will clinb into
his diving drysuil with the
help of any kids phoard
who want o give him a
hond. Unlike @ welswl,
which allows o thin layer of
wiler near a diver's skin,
the drysuit seals oad the
water. With the right layers
undemeath, a diver will
slay iousty, even in Maine's
chilly waters.

Omce suited up, Diver
Ed hops overboard
cquipped with a waterprood
camera and microphome,
Whatever he sees, the folls
om boand see, W00,

Last year Diver Ed
pulled wp a 42-inch-long
lobster from the botiom —
that’s 2 whole lona ohster,
He focuses in on scallops,
crabs, sea cucumbers,
urchins, fish and any other
crillers or inkeresling man-
made debris he might find.

“There's nothing beiter.”
he says. “This is just such a
fum thing o do”

Oince of twice a year he
has an encounier with a
playful gray seal that will
latch on 1o ome of his swim
ﬁm: i.'dln.l. Ty II.:IH:I hd.l'.L “.'HFIJ
for a bit, He's caughi a cou-
wle of monkfich afer they
Clamped diown wihen he pul
his hand 1n thewr mouths h:.'
accident. Last year he
Tovard a '“I'ﬂ;_,: mealy whin r||p"
ol a species he has yet bo be
able o identify. He once
wils bumped by a mako
shark

But he says one of the
cooles thimgs ke ever [ound
in Frenchman Bay was a
cast bronze bust of the
“Procior” from Procior &
Gamble near the femry ter-
muineal

Daver Ed ksn't the only

one who geis his hands
wet, though. He
brings critiers up from
the botioan [or Euesls

1 Noiich un|_| k-
amanie. A ol
ol .kil_l'i

Wail, here's & superhero now,

FHUTCE WY SO0 STRGUY AA Gl o DYvEN

This group of scuba divers, led by Diver Ed (in the white T-shirt), could be superberoes in disguise.

end up with starfish on their
heads.

" it was ome of the
highlights of our trip Owr
soin has wodd everyone how
ke kissed a Jonah crab, &
sea urchin and a sea cucum-
i'"."l'. WI: L'ill'lll Wil Dy see

Our  poctures!”’  wWnile  ome
homewt ehiend Randy okl

of ‘Toledo, Do

For those who wast io
get under the surface them-
selves, Diver Ed gives
scuba lessons.

He offers o basic open
waier cerfificaltion class for
S0, All gear s included.
though he does encourage
studemts o have their own
measks, fing and snorkels.
He also offers more ad-
vanced courses  including
dirveunil diving, navigation,

mewrawew skl divine  fich

ikenthcano and dive mas
ter. He is even developing a

tongue firmly in
for underwater su
for

LS
cheek
perhents  cermbicalion

amyone who wanis o join
the scuba cleb. Most club
members have aken classes
with Diver Ed

“Eddie and Edna are
super great people and al-
ways concerned about
aafety” says sodend and
club member Jim Ewverly.
Wirhin rhe clish hee"s called

The Flymg Fish.

Scuba diving can be an
eXpensive, gear-intensive
hobby, But the club tres o
make sure it has exira gear

on hond so anyope who
wanis o dive can.

“Most clubs have o e
i join, bat we don't,” says
Driver Ed.

The Seal and the servic-
es of Diver Ed and Caplaan
Edna can be reserved for
private panies and dive
tarters as well

Linder the waves, or rid-
ing them at the surface,
Diver Ed always has a good
e and shares thal with

his cliems
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Compass Rose
Bookstore and Café

4 Main 5¢., Castine
207 =326+ 93546

LTI I"1|
IITI.:&'! F.iﬁil]'
Hours
Wednesday through

Saturday
10 am. - 4 p.m.

L lassics,
Maine Authors,
Maritime/MNautical,

Gifts, CD's, Good
Food, and the Best
Coffee Arcund

Visit our Web site

W, compassrosehonks.oom
We ship!

“The Quintessential
Downeast Bookstore™

L

SEE MAP ON PAGE 24 -K

More than 100 historic markers
in this town characterized by
its 18th century architecture.

Saturday, June 9
Ypm.

Thursday, June 14
4-6 pum.

Four-Part Senes

SPECIAL EVENTS at the WILSON MUSEUM
Enrichment through Paper Dolls
Presentation by long-time collector Mary Seeley,

Idemtifving Rocks & Minerals, Dr. Roger Hooke
June 14, 21, 28 and July 5 |

Limited w 10 people.

Begistration required: (207) 326-9247 by Jume 15t

Sunday, June 24
¥ pm

Saturday, June 30
All Day

Members " Reception
Classical guitarist, Jesse Reed

Eastern State Normal School Ahemni Meeting
Beginming at 10230 a.m. with coffee’pastries

Noon Luncheon: Guest Speaker, Esther Kauch
Regisiration required: (207) 326-9247 by June 15th
Hosted by the Wilson Museum ail the MMA
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Open daily except Mondays, 2 10 5 p.m., May 27

The Wilson Museum

120 Perkins Street, Castine, ME (4421
(207) 326-9247 info@dwilsonmuseum.org
www. wilsonmuseum.ong

September 30




